AMENDMENTS IN THE CLAIMS 



4 



1 . ^original) A method for providing a client with a connection to a network, said method 
I bmprisinV the steps of: 

seleoting a connection type from a pluraHty of connection types; and 
in response to a receipt of a connection request, dynamically connecting said client to a 
selected server W said network based on a determination of an effective route for completing 
said connection reguest, given said selected connection type. 




2. (presently am^ended) The method of Claim 1, wherein said selecting step includes the 
step of providing a grabhical user interface with selectable options for each of said plurality of 
connection types, in response to a user request to configure said client with one of said plurahty 
of connection types. 

3. (original) The methon of Claim 2, wherein said selecting step includes the step of 
selecting an effective server connection based on a connection history of said client and present 
connection conditions. 

4. (original) The method of Olaim 3, wherein said selecting step includes the step of 
accessing said connection history frotoi a table of server connection parameters, which are 
utilized to determine said effective connefction route. 

5. (original) The method of Claim 4, wnerein said dynamically coimecting step includes the 
step of evaluating said server connection parameters for each of a plurality of servers to 
determine said effective connection route relajive to all other possible routes within said 
connection type. 



6. (original) The method of Claim 5, wherein \said dynamically connecting step further 
includes the step of encoding routing information abqjxt said effective connection route in a 
connection protocol of said cHent. 
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7. (olriginal) The method of Claim 6, wherein said encoding step includes the step of 
including ^call-back mechanism in said connection protocol, wherein relevant connection 
information, mcluding one or more of said connection parameters, is returned to said client for 
updating said table. 

8. (original) Yhe method of Claim 7, wherein said client is equipped with multiple 
connection media ano^aid dynamically connecting step includes the step of selecting one of said 
multiple connection meqia to complete said connection request. 

9. (original) The metV)d of Claim 8, wherein said selecting step includes the step of 
selecting a connecting media, which provides the effective connection route. 

10. (original) A computer program product for utilization within a client for connecting to 
servers of a network, said program ptoduct comprising: 

a computer readable medium; and 

program code on said computer readable medium, which provides: 

an interface for receiving uW input and connection requests; and 
a connection utility for dynamically connecting said client to one of said servers 
in response to a connection request, whereinv said one of said servers is selected based on a 
determination of an effective route for completing said connection request. 

11. (original) The computer program product of Claim 10, wherein program code for said 
interface further comprises program code for a conneVtion selection interface for receiving user 
selection of a desired connection type, wherein said delsired connection type is selected from a 
plurality of selection types including a default server connection, a changeable default server 
connection with a suggestion function for providing an optimal server connection during a later 
connection, and an effective server connection based on a connection history of said client. 

12. (original) The computer program product of Claim 11, wherein said program code for 
said connection utility includes: \ 

program code for managing a connectivity table utilizedXto record a plurality of 

connection parameters for each of said servers; \ 
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prWam code for determining said effective route based on said connection parameters; 
progran code for encoding a connection protocol with said effective route; and 
prograrnScode for appending a call-back to said connection protocol, whereby connection 
parameters from aVurrent connection is returned to update said connectivity table. 

13. (original) A sy^em for providing a client with a connection to a network, said system 
comprising: \ 

means for selecting aVoimection type from a plurality of connection types; and 

in response to a receiptVf a connection request, means for dynamically connecting said 

client to a selected server of saick network based on a determination of an effective route for 

completing said connection request, given said selected connection type. 

14. (presently amended) The systeA of Claim 13, wherein said selecting means includes 
means for providing a graphical user intert^e with selectable options for each of said plurality 
of connection types^ in response to a user request to configure said client with one of said 
plurality of connection types. \ 

15. (original) The system of Claim 14, wherein, said selecting means includes means for 
selecting an effective server connection based on a comection history of said client and present 
connection conditions. \ 

16. (original) The system of Claim 15, wherein said selecting means includes means for 
accessing said connection history from a table of server connection parameters, which are 
utilized to determine an effective route. \ 

17. (original) The system of Claim 16, wherein said dynamically connecting means includes 
means for evaluating said server connection parameters for each of a \luraUty of servers to 
determine said effective connection route relative to all other possible^outes within said 
connection type. \ 
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181 Xoriginal) The system of Claim 17, wherein said dynamically connecting means further 
includes rneans for encoding routing information about said effective connection route in a 
connection protocol of said client. 

19. (original A The system of Claim 18, wherein said encoding means includes means for 
including a call-back mechanism in said connection protocol, wherein relevant connection 
information, includingyone or more of said connection parameters, is returned to said client for 
updating said table. 

20. (original) The systein of Claim 13, wherein said client is equipped with multiple 
connection media and said dynamically connecting means includes means for selecting one of 
said multiple connection media to complete said connection request. 

21. (original) The system of Claiirk 20, wherein said selecting means includes means for 
selecting a connecting media, which provioes the effective connection route. 



22. (presently amended) A computer program product for providing a client with a 
connection to a network, said program product comprising: 
a computer readable medium; 

program instructions stored on said computer r e adbl e readable medium for: 
selecting a connection type from a plurality of com^ection types; and 
in response to a receipt of a connection request, dynamically connecting said client to a 



selected server of said network based on a determination of an effective route for completing 
said connection request, given said selected cormection type. 




23. (original) The computer program product of Claim 22, wherein\aid program instructions 

\ 

for said selecting step includes program instructions for providing a graphical user interface with 
selectable options for each of said plurality of connection types, in response\to a user request to 
configure said client with one of said plurality of connection types. \ 

\ 
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^ 24. ^ (^ginal) The computer program product of Claim 23, wherein said program instructions 

for said selecting step includes program instructions for selecting an effective server connection 
based on a conhection history of said client and present connection conditions. 

25. (original) Tnk computer program product of Claim 24, wherein said program instructions 
for said selecting step includes program instructions for accessing said connection history from a 
table of server connectiomparameters, which are utilized to determine an effective connection 
route. 



26. (original) The computer pfogram product of Claim 25, wherein said program instructions 
for said dynamically cormecting stepsi^her includes program instructions for encoding routing 
information about said effective connection route in a connection protocol of said client. 

27. (original) The computer program ^duct of Claim 26, wherein said encoding means 
includes means for including a call-back mechanism in said connection protocol, wherein 
relevant connection information, including one\pr more of said connection parameters, is 
returned to said client for updating said table. 

28. (original) The computer program product of Claim 27, wherein said client is equipped 
with multiple connection media and said program instructions for said dynamically connecting 
steps includes program instructions for selecting one of said multiple connection media, which 
provides the effective connection route, to complete said connection request. 



29. (presently amended) The computer program product of Claim 22. further comprising 
program instructions for providing a [A] graphical user interface ofVa browser application 
[running on a computer system], comprising: \ 

a first set of user selectable buttons representing a plurality of connection media, said 
buttons having a first display characteristic indicating when a functionality associated with each 
of said first set of user selectable buttons is presently available, a second display^characteristic 
indicating when said functionality is not available, and a third display characterist^yndicating 
when one of said first set of user selectable buttons has been selected; and 
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-^-^ c 



a second S9|t of user selectable buttons representing a user preference for server 
connections including^ default server selection, an override default selection, and an automatic 
routing selection. 
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